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IT IS not clear when the Weltevreden 
Valley Clinic in Samora Machel will be 
reopened following an armed robbery 
by unknown suspects eight days ago.

Area councillor Sithembiso Mzobe 
said he was heartbroken about crime in 
the area, and people needed the clinic.

The clinic was closed indefinitely 
last week, while City services to the 
area have also been suspended follow-
ing a violent attack on council staff 
on Tuesday which left a supervisor 
hospitalised with a bullet wound.

“We have been trying to fight crime 
for the past few months, and it’s sad 
that it has resulted in the closure of 
the clinic,”  Mzobe said.

“These criminals have no morals 
because they rob the very same people 
that are there to assist the community; 
now the City has withdrawn its ser-
vices from Samora because of a simi-
lar incident. Crime is becoming our 
everyday lives and it’s getting out of 
hand. Residents are suffering because 
of criminals who are making living 
conditions unbearable here.” 

Police spokesperson FC van Wyk said 
an armed robbery at the clinic was being 
investigated. “It is alleged that a driver 
who transports nurses to and from the 
clinic was waiting for the clinic staff 
in the clinic parking area when two 

unknown suspects approached him 
and pointed a firearm at him.

“He tried to move (the vehicle) a 
bit, but a nurse who was already inside 
the vehicle came out of the vehicle and 
was robbed of her cellphone by these 
two suspects. A case of armed robbery 
is being investigated.”

Mayco member for community 
services and health Zahid Badroodien 
said the staff were left traumatised and 

employee assistance and debriefing 
sessions were provided.

“Staff fear for their safety and meet-
ings were held with all role players 
including the health committee, the 
SAPS, law enforcement, ward council-
lor, union and staff.”

Anyone with any information 
about the incident can anonymously 
contact Crime Stop on 08600 10111 or 
SMS Crime Line on 32211.
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Samora Machel clinic closed after armed robbery

WELTEVREDEN Valley Clinic in Samora Machel has been shut since an armed robbery by 
unknown suspects eight days ago.

YOUNG women at Zola Secondary School in Khayelitsha yesterday received a donation of, and commitment of support for, sanitary pads for 
the rest of the year.  |  LIZA VAN DEVENTER
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MISSING school or carrying a sense of 
shame will be a thing of the past for 
young girls at Zola Secondary School 
in Khayelitsha after a donation and 
commitment to support them with 
sanitary pads for the rest of the year.

Imbumba Foundation, together 
with Fourways Acon, visited the school 
yesterday to hand over six months’ 
worth of sanitary pads and promised 
to boost this even further to last for 
a year.

The foundation runs the Caring-
4Girls programme to highlight the 
importance of hygiene and education.

It is estimated that about 3.7 mil-
lion girls are unable to afford sanitary 

pads in the country and according to 
research conducted by Stellenbosch, 
University about 30% of learners miss 
school while having their period.

A learner at the school, Sinovuyo 
Kasi, 17, said receiving pads would 
now help many girls.

“There are a few girls who send me 
to the teachers’ office to ask for pads 
for them because they are shy to ask. 

“Having these packages will help 
eliminate guilt and shame for many 
girls who don’t have them,” said Kasi.

School principal Xolela Mjon-
dowana said initiatives such as Car-
ing4Girls went beyond just receiving 
something that the girls needed.

“This is an opportunity for the 
learners to also witness what the  
spirit of volunteering, free-giving and 

generosity is all about. 
“At the end of the day, they are 

the future of the country. It will be up 
to them to give freely to any of the 
learners that will be in need one day,” 
Mjondwana said.

The Caring4Girls programme has 
empowered more than 1.2 million 
adolescent girls with feminine hygiene 
products and menstrual health and 
hygiene education, since the pro-
gramme’s inception a decade ago.

“Poor menstrual hygiene manage-
ment can have a greater effect than 
you may think. 

“While the obvious effect may 
include having a bad-smelling vaginal 
discharge, there are many other effects 
that some may overlook,” said health 
expert Dr Nokukhanya Khanyile.
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'Shame’ a thing of the past for girls  
at Khayelitsha secondary school
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ACCELERATING the delivery of 
vaccines from the third quarter to the 
second could soften the blow of the 
third wave by saving up to 40  000 
lives and result in up to 200  000 fewer 
hospitalisations.

This was an estimate presented at 
the latest Covid-19 digicon for the 
province yesterday.

“The first band of people that 
will be immunised are people over 
the age of 60. We are planning for 
36  000 vaccinations per day, using 
small, medium and large sites across 
geographic areas in the province,” 
head of health Dr Keith Cloete said.

Health officials said the national 
target was 250  000 to 300  000 
vaccinations a day. 

It is currently estimated that small 
sites will complete up to 110  000 
vaccinations a day at more than 1  200 
locations. At medium sites nationally 
they are estimating to complete 
300 vaccinations a day at 500 sites, 
amounting to 150  000 vaccinations a 
day. Larger sites may allow for up to 
55  000 vaccinations a day across 47 
sites.

Since the launch of the Johnson 
& Johnson Sisonke programme on 
February 17, the province received 
54  068 doses.

The final tranche of doses is 
expected around April 11. The 
province will receive 36  240. 

“It is anticipated that we will 
be able to cover more than 60% of 
health-care workers. We are preparing 
to scale-up vaccination during April 
to complete phase 1,” said Cloete. 

In preparation for phase two, the 
province has put in place a vaccine 
roll-out steering committee and 
co-ordinating committee to focus on 
social mobilisation, operation and 
logistics and information systems. 

Meanwhile, the Southern African 
Clothing and Textile Workers’ Union 
(Sactwu) concluded South Africa’s first 
Covid-19 Vaccine Roll-out Campaign 
Industry Framework Agreement, 
covering the domestic clothing 
industry.

Specifically, the parties committed 
to working with the government 
to encourage industry leaders and 
employees to take the vaccine, help 
debunk myths about the vaccine 
and develop a customised industry 
registration application for the 
vaccine roll-out.

The industry also aimed to set an 
industry immunity target Covid-19 
vaccine administration achievement 
rate of 80% of all employees.

“The framework agreement 
was concluded with all of the 
five clothing industry employer 
associations which are party to the 
clothing industry bargaining council, 
and its coverage is national. 

“Sactwu will now turn its 
attention to secure similar framework 
agreements in the textile, leather, 
distribution, agriculture and other 
sectors where we are organised,” said 
Sactwu general-secretary André Kriel.
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Roll-out plan to boost 
Covid vaccinations
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A WOMAN has thanked an Eastridge 
good Samaritan for always helping her 
92-year-old mother collect her medi-
cation at the hospital, all out of the 
kindness of his heart.

Gerome Hendriks uses his Red 
Nissan Sentra to help several elderly 
people whenever they need a hand 
with getting somewhere. 

He says he wakes up as early as 
4.30am for his daily pick ups.

“I get contacted through calls, 
SMSes or WhatsApp messages. I don’t 
just take the elderly to get their tablets, 
but also for their dialysis appoint-
ments, doctors’ appointments and also 
non-appointments at the hospitals in 
Mitchells Plain,” he said.

Joan Pietersen said they used to 
struggle to find a lift to transport her 
mother to the hospital. 

“My mother has ulcers and heart 
problems. He takes her when she has 
an appointment and my sister as well. 

“We are very thankful to him for 
helping us and he is very reliable. 
Every time I give him a call he always 
picks them up,” she said.

Hendriks said at the beginning of 
lockdown last year he was stationed 
at the Mitchells Plain Day hospital, 
transporting pensioners.

“Due to the crime, some pensioners 

who live five minutes away from the 
hospital would rather drive with me,” 
he said.

“It’s all for free. I know how many 
pensioners struggle with transport and 
I’m driven by the joy I bring to them. 

“The only challenge is, I wish I had 
a wheelchair-friendly van to transport 
the pensioners more comfortably,” 
Hendriks said. 

Ward 82 councillor Washiela Harris 
hailed the initiative.

Hendriks can be contacted on 
079 988 9296 for more information.
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Community hero transports pensioners for free

GEROME Hendriks provides free rides for 
the elderly in Eastridge, Mitchells Plain.
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AHEAD of a planned pro-Afrikaans 
protest at Stellenbosch University (SU) 
today, the Open Stellenbosch Collec-
tive says critically needed progressive 
steps at the institution may be reversed 
if action is not taken.

Afrikaans lobby group the DAK 
Network will today protest for the 
inclusion of Afrikaans as a language of 
instruction after SU announced that it 
was revising its language policy (2016) 
this year as part of the five-year revi-
sion cycle prescribed in the policy 
itself.

Interested parties have been invited 
to submit comments on the first draft 
of the revised policy up until Monday. 

A second public participation pro-
cess is planned for later this year.

While the DA has started a petition 
to reject the first draft of the policy, 
Afrikaans lobby group the DAK Net-
work said the language policy margin-
alised many Afrikaans people of colour. 

The Network’s Danie van Wyk said: 
“We remind the university of the past, 
being humiliated by the apartheid 
policies that made it impossible (for 
people of colour) to be a student. 

“Now we feel we are being excluded, 
this time by a language policy.

“Most people in the Western Cape 
are Afrikaans speaking, and we want 
to give students from (isolated rural 
areas an opportunity) to study in their 
mother language. 

“We are not saying it must be an 

Afrikaans institution, but there is a 
group of people in the Western Cape 
that will be negatively affected.”

He said the protest was limited to 
250 people, with all Covid-19 proto-
cols observed.

The Open Stellenbosch Collective 
in a statement called for the urgent 
support of alumni, students, academics 
and broader higher education stake-
holders to submit comments.

“We must take a decisive stance 
that prioritises and protects access at 
Stellenbosch University, as a public 
South African institution.”

The current language policy was the 
outcome of a protracted campaign by 
students, academics and broader uni-
versity stakeholders to ensure that the 
policy prioritised access, equal opportu-
nity, and support for all students and 
staff at SU, the Collective said.

“These efforts were met with oppo-
sition from conservative groups who 
sought to keep SU an exclusively Afri-
kaans-language university. 

“These groups eventually took the 
university to the Constitutional Court 
to stop the implementation of the 
2016 language policy. 

“The decision by the Concourt was 
unanimous in support of the 2016 
policy and that the 2014 policy (which 
held Afrikaans as the primary lan-
guage) added exclusionary hurdles to 
higher education, particularly for black 
South Africans. “

For more information on or to sub-
mit comments, visit: www.sun.ac.za/
language.
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Pro-Afrikaans 
group to protest 
against SU 
language policy
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CAPE Amalgamated Taxi Association 
(Cata) members have been urged to 
remain calm after their president, Vic-
tor Wiwi, was shot and killed along 
with another member.

A third man, who was also in the 
vehicle that was ambushed at about 
9.45pm on Wednesday along the 
Borcherds Quarry off-ramp in Nyanga, 
was wounded.

Wiwi, 55, who had been Cata’s pres-
ident since 2014, died in hospital.

Police spokesperson FC van Wyk 
said Nyanga police were investigating 
a double murder and an attempted 
murder case. 

“According to reports, metro police 
came across the vehicle standing next 
to the road. They stopped and found a 
48-year-old man inside a silver Toyota 
Fortuner, a 57-year-old man outside the 

vehicle injured, and another 57-year-
old man was transported to a nearby 
hospital where he later died due to 
injuries sustained,” said Van Wyk.

He said detectives were pursuing the 
suspects involved.

Cata’s provincial secretary, Mandla 
Hermanus, said the association was 
dismayed and saddened by the killing 
of its president. “We condemn this 
brutal killing of our leader in the strong-
est possible terms. We urge the law 
enforcement agencies to leave no stone 
unturned to bring the perpetrators of 
this heinous act to book. This loss will 
be felt by many in the transportation 
industry in the Western Cape,” he said.

Police Minister Bheki Cele said he 
remained concerned about the recent 
erosion of the taxi industry within the 
province, especially within the city.

Cele said he received reports about 
the “prominent leader” Wiwi, and in 
light of this and other incidents in 

the transport sector, would be calling 
a meeting with the transport ministry, 
provincial Transport Department and 
other role-players to discuss means to 
curb taxi violence.

Transport MEC Bonginkosi Madik-
izela said the incident happened about 
two hours after he received a phone call 
from Wiwi briefing him about a meet-
ing he attended with the Laingsburg 

Municipality. “I call on Cata leaders 
and its members to remain calm and 
to allow the police to do their work. 
We need to get to the bottom of taxi- 
related killings in our province. I will 
also visit the family of Wiwi and the 
other victims on Saturday to give my 
personal condolences. I urge the SAPS 
to prioritise this case,” said Madikizela.

He said as part of efforts to end 
the current spate of taxi violence in 
the province, an urgent meeting with 
the leadership of the South African 
National Taxi Council (Santaco) has 
been called.

Santaco provincial spokesperson 
Gershon Geyer, who conveyed a mes-
sage of condolences to the family and 
Cata, also urged members to remain 
calm while police were investigating.

Anyone with information can 
anonymously contact Crime Stop on 
08600 10111 or SMS Crime Line on 
32211. 
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Call for calm after shooting of prominent taxi association head

POLICE on the scene of a taxi-related shooting at the Bellville taxi rank.  |  HENK KRUGER  
African News Agency (ANA)
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TWO former petrol attendants are 
serving suspended prison sentences 
after they were convicted for card 
fraud, while another alleged card 
cloner was nabbed when paying at a 
luxury hotel.

Hawks spokesperson Zinzi Hani 
said the pair, Thembalethu Jamani, 
33, and Xolani Mbangi, 28, who 
worked as petrol attendants at a 
Sasol garage in Blue Downs were 
sentenced on Wednesday at the Blue 
Downs Magistrate’s Court.

“During July 2018 they  
colluded with and poured fuel for 
cash-paying customers using cloned 
bank cards. 

The pair were sentenced 
to 18 months imprisonment 
wholly suspended for five years 
on condition that they are not 
convicted of fraud during the period 
of suspension,” said Hani.

Meanwhile, Oladimeji Ayodeii, 
39, appeared in the Cape Town 
Magistrate’s Court on Tuesday  
for cloned bank card fraud after  
he was arrested by the Hawks  
team.

C R I M E

Petrol attendants 
convicted of fraud


